
We begin a new sermon series called The Story of Faith. Over the next four
months, we will survey the entire Bible by focusing on 16 major themes and
turning points from Genesis to Revelation. This will be based loosely on the book,
The Whole Story of the Bible in 16 Verses by Chris Bruno (Crossway Publishers,
2015). Our goal is to tell the whole story of the Bible in 16 important verses. We
begin this week with a look at the Creation story in Genesis chapter 1.

Our view of the world begins with our view of God. Author and theologian, A.W.
Tozier, once said, “The most important thing about you is what comes to mind
when you think about God.” The way we think about God shapes the way we think
about everything else (not to mention how we act and respond to every aspect of
life). Therefore, we need to get our thoughts about God straight at the beginning 
of our journey because He is not only the author of the story, but the reason for the
story of the Bible in the first place!

If you are not familiar with the creation story, here is a simple summary: God
made everything and everything He made was good. God was there, in the
beginning, before anything (try to wrap your mind around that!) And then He
spoke creation into existence! By His breath He created the universe. His word has
enormous power. Bruno states, “When we put together God’s power to create and
His authority to evaluate His creation, we find that God is the sovereign Ruler of
the universe. In other words, God is the King who has the right, power, and the
authority to rule over His creation. And the King’s official decree over His
kingdom is that it is ‘very good’” (p.16).
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“AND GOD SAW EVERYTHING THAT HE HAD MADE,
AND BEHOLD, IT WAS VERY GOOD.” (GENESIS 1:31)
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Re-read Genesis 1:1-2 and then read John 1:1-3. From these
verses can you identify who all was present at Creation?

Read Genesis 1. Can you identify what God created on each of the
six days? Write your answers below:

Day 1:
Day 2:
Day 3:
Day 4:
Day 5:
Day 6:

Read Psalm 33:6 and Isaiah 40:26. What do these verses tell us
about the “starry hosts”?

How do we reconcile God declaring creation “very good” in light
of what we see all around us today?

What does Hebrews 4:12-13 tell us about God’s Word?

Extra Credit: If God created the sun and moon and stars on Day 4,
then what “light” did God create on Day 1 (verse 3)? See Luke 2:9 
and Revelation 21:23 for one possible answer.

1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form and void,
and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the
waters. 3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was
good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness
he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 6 And God said, “Let
there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 
7 And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the
waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. 8 And God called the expanse Heaven. And
there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 9 And God said, “Let the waters under
the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 
10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And
God saw that it was good. 11 And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed,
and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it
was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds,
and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was
good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 14 And God said, “Let there
be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs
and for seasons, and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to
give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 And God made the two great lights—the greater light
to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 And God set them in the
expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to
separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and
there was morning, the fourth day. 20 And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” 21 So God created
the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm,
according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was
good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas,
and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth
day. 24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—
livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. 
25 And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to
their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it
was good. 26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over
all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created man in his
own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 28 And God
blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing
that moves on the earth.” 29  And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed
that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food.
30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on
the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was
so. 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold,
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